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appeared to me so unlike everything I knew of the
minds of those who used to preside in the councils of
that kingdom, that I could only suppose some change
of court politics had weakened or impaired the influ-
ence which used formerly to prevail. It is in this
manner that I accounted for the delay in returning to
Naples, a thing impossible to reconcile with the clear
understanding and high character of the Queen. I pre-
sumed therefore that she had lost some of her influence
and authority, which I very much lamented ; and you
have surprised me extremely by informing me that the
Queen opposes the King's return to his -capital, and
even with warmth.

c The abuse of power which has been sanctioned at
Eome is an other great error, to say no worse, in a moment
when it was necessary to court the sympathy of other
nations for the oppression under which that Court was
itself labouring from those to whose power they suc-
ceeded at Eome. This also seems so unlike the Queen's
character and influence, that I have hitherto ascribed
these abuses to a diminution of her influence. The
display which has so long been made of weakness and
cruelty united, by the severities exercised at Naples
while the sovereign himself could only be viewed as a
fugitive, is equally remote from my notion of the
Queen's heart, and understanding. If these measures
were really the Queen's, no personal partiality, how-
ever sincere and warm, could reconcile me to them or
prevent- a great change in my feelings and opinions.

* But I cannot part with all my first impressions while